
Kol Update - December 6, 2020 

The flight from Hoskins to a Mengen village located on the northern side of the island was 

scheduled for last Monday.  A couple of days before that we received a text message from 

Simon, a colleague who works with the Mengen people.  He informed us that eleven Kol men 

had arrived there at the village to meet that flight and that they were hoping to speak with 

us via his satellite facilities.  He also mentioned though that, unfortunately, his internet 

connections were poor and hadn’t been working properly for several days.  He thought that 

texting was the best he could do. 

   (The ten men closest to the camera are all Kol.  An eleventh individual is not in the photo.) 

The eleven Kol men were from four different locations.  Simon took a photo of them and sent 

it through, so we would know who had made the trip across the range.  There were several 

men from Ora including Sagi (blue shirt second from left) and Kamwee (green shirt in the 

center), two men from Mongo including Temele (front row on the right); one from Peli, and at 

least two from Gulubyee (a village located on the far side of the Ikoy River, a full day’s hike 

beyond Ora), including Teeriina (front row on the left).   

We learnt that Relsyeng (the girl whose legs became paralysed from an unusual illness) has 

died.  She died of the bedsores that developed due to lying for too long without being 

turned.  We believe that she is now free of pain and adjusting to living in her new and 

glorious accommodation in heaven.  We also learnt that Gyeerii (a 20-year old single young 

man) who was recovering from tuberculosis is not doing well.  There is a possibility that he 

may have the Covid 19 virus in addition to tuberculosis. 



Teeriina had a question for us concerning the church at Gulubyee (situated among the Ikoy 

River community).  He and Kaapwori recently completed the evangelism program again and 

had a number of folks there who requested to be baptised following that.  His question 

related to the timing of when those baptisms should go ahead.   

Apparently there were some “heavies” (problems) that had arisen, that some members of the 

group wanted to speak to us about.  We’re not sure what the nature of those problems were 

but will need to work through them when we eventually return to Ora (if the guys haven’t 

been able to resolve them themselves in the meantime). 

The flight to the Mengen village which was scheduled to take Simon and his family back out 

to mission base should have had our box on board.  That box contained a variety of 

medicines, some materials for the Christmas Day service, and some letters.  We didn’t hear 

back from Simon or the family who are working in “Supply” at Hoskins and so we assume that 

everything went as per the plan.  That means then, that the men working in the medical clinic 

at Ora should have enough supplies for the next 6 months or so, to treat patients who are ill 

with malaria and/or pneumonia. 

**  Current Prayer Points ** 

1. Please pray for Gyeerii to be able to recover from what appears to be tuberculosis but 

may also be the Covid 19 virus as well. 

 

2. We hadn’t heard any news from Peetar and Karele concerning the progress of the work 

over among the Ikoy River people.  We are encouraged to hear from Teeriina that 

teaching has continued and that there are now some more people over there who are 

desiring to be baptized.  Please pray for discernment for Teeriina and Kaapwori as 

they meet with those people and try to gauge whether they have a clear understanding 

of the Gospel and are truly saved.  

 

3. Please pray that the team of men staffing the medical clinic at Ora will be encouraged 

by the supplies of medicines they should have received and will work together in a 

harmonious and faithful manner to meet the medical needs of the community there. 

 

4. Please continue to pray that Kade may be able to experience some improvement with 

his neck problem.  The issue is lingering on with little change despite seeing several 

health care providers. 

 

5. The Covid 19 virus has reached New Britain and appears to be spreading across the 

island.  Colleagues on mission base have heard reports from the locals regarding a high 

number of deaths of elderly people due to a pneumonia/asthma – like condition.  

Testing is apparently not being carried out and so information regarding the actual 

situation is limited.  Please continue to pray specifically for the welfare of the Kol 

people in inland New Britain as well as for the leaders across the country in general. 


