
MARCH UPDATE 

Dear Prayer Partners,  
I’m writing this from New Zealand, 
and as usual there is a story! In  
February, my sister, Ruth, 7 months 
pregnant at the time, an 18-month 
old daughter in tow, and living in 
rural NZ, broke her foot in three 
places.  She was completely unable 
to walk.  As things would turn out, 
none of the family on either side 
were in a position to travel in order 
to care for her (along with all my 
own Father’s 
health struggles, 
each of my other 
Sisters are  
injured or ill 
themselves!).  
Ruth’s husband 
works on a Dairy 
Farm and Calving 
season has just 
started!  I was 
the last person 
called, and after talking to my  
Pastor, I came, intending to spend 
just a few weeks helping out.  
 ALAS, I was in New Zealand 
when Covid19 started causing flight 
restrictions.  As soon as I heard, I 
rebooked my return flight to  
Vanuatu to get out while I could, but 
after multiple cancellations, the  
National Borders were eventually 
closed and the order to home  

isolate 
came  
into 
effect for 
one 
month.  
       I’m  
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praying that the New Zealand 
one-month lockdown will get 
on top of the Covid19 outbreak 
here and actually get me back 
to Vanuatu quicker than if I had 
been caught in Australia.  So 
here I sit, waiting for Ruth’s foot 
to heal as even after several 
weeks of healing, there is a  
possibility she will now need an  
operation on damaged ligaments.  
The lockdown is hindering the usual 

attention her broken foot 
would get, with her check-up 
appointments being delayed.  
So, God knew all along that my 
stay here was needed and He 
has me in the right place at 
this time.  Although, I am VERY 
keen to get back home to  
Vanuatu (and some warmer 
weather!).  
       Vanuatu at the  
moment has no known 

cases of Covid19, praise God.  
They are however locking 
down much of the Country, not 
having more than 5 people in 
one place at one time, and no 
social gatherings on the  
weekends.  Schools are also 
suspended.  The Country only 
has a few ventilators and very poor 
health care (and hygiene), so I am 
happy their lockdown has helped 
stop the spread.  
 In better new, last December I 
was able to purchase a 2014 Toyota  
Hilux, previously owned by World 
Vision.  It was for sale by tender, 
and I won it!  Total cost was around 
$28,000 AUD, and located in Santo 

(my island!).  I couldn’t find  
anything even similar to this quality 
under $38,000 in Port Villa!  So I am 
really happy at this blessing of God’s 
to me, doubly so considering I didn’t 
even have to get it shipped here!  
 I’d like to thank everyone who 
put towards this financially.  It is a 
HUGE blessing, and I have already 
used it going South several times.  It  
already has a lift kit and bull bar – 
which are needful here.  And the 
Hilux has gotten me to the village 
fine.  I will need to source some  

bigger tyre 
treads as the 
banks of the last 
river crossing are 
still a challenge.  
 I hope you 
and your Church  
family are well in 
this time of trou-
ble!  
 

Prayer & Praise Points 
• Blessings for providing a new 

vehicle  

• To protect Vanuatu from 
Covid19  

• Quick recovery for my 4 sis-
ter’s illnesses and injuries  

• For me to return to Vanuatu  
 

Blessings — Rachael 
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