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James Johnston - Phone: 0400 178 237 - Email: jamesjohnston2@bigpond.com 

Dear Praying Friends,  
 
We hope that you are rejoicing in the Lord and 
counting your many blessings. We have been 
back in Malanda now for two months. Wow. We 
have settled back into a routine whilst being put. 
I am back at work 3 days a week and 2-3 days a 
week with studies in 
(New Testament and Changed into His image) 
and preparing messages; along with serving 
others and serving in the church.  
 
The Lord has blessed me with opportunity to 
preach at home as well as on Zoom for two 
churches. These online services have been an 
encouragement to us from the saints afar some 
we have not yet met face to face.  
 
At GBC Malanda we have had two weeks of 
services with 10 people at a time and recording 
services also for those not yet coming. It is an 
increase in workload, but I believe it is worth it as 
it is a blessing to have services and fellowship in 
person. This means that almost all the men on 
the preaching roster, preach every Sunday, some 
of us do more than 1 service. Next week we will 
be able to hold services with 20 people at one 
time.  Praise God. 
  
This lockdown has allowed us to sort through our 
stuff and get rid of items that we will not be 
taking to East Timor. Tia has been busy schooling 
and keeping us boys feed. She has finished 
sorting and we just need to consolidate it into 
one place. Whilst we have been home, we have 
been doing some Bible studies with Bianca who 
has left the Seventh Day Adventists and has been 
coming to GBC sporadically. She says she is saved 
but her husband, Nick is not interested at all. Her 
children do come to youth group at GBC. 
 
The location that the Lord has placed us during 
the lockdown has opened opportunities with new 

neighbours to witness to. Frank and Amanda are 
pentecostal and we have not had much in-depth 
conversation about spiritual things thus far but 
have given them a tract. Frank and Amanda’s 
children are around Jeshua and Noah’s age and 
they have been playing together. Noah came 
home and told Tia that they were talking about 
God and he said they believe in the same God as 
we do. We hope this is true. The other side of us 
is my relative, Bev. She is in her 80’s and does not 
know the Lord. Across from us is an older couple 
(John and Maria) who are not interested in God.  
 
Saturday was our first face to face visit with our 
tetun teacher since before we left on deputation. 
We have done some over the phone but find it 
best to meet physically.  
 
The boys are doing well, Nathanael turns one 
year old on the 5th, he is furniture walking but not 
quite reading to go off by himself. 
 
 
Prayer points: 
 

• Please pray about our future deputation.  

• Bianca and family 

• Frank and Amanda 

• John and Maria 

• Bev 

• Tetun Lessons 
 
Colossians 3: 1-3 If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God.  
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