
June 25, 2020 

Dear Praying Friends,  

Well the last 4 months not only here, but right across 

the globe have seen a series of events unprecedented in 

our lifetime. When we wrote 3 months ago, we were one 

of the first regions anywhere to go into some kind of state 

of emergency or lockdown, but of course Australia and 

many other countries were soon to follow suit. The 

difficulty we face lies in the facts that (1) The 

Japanese government has no constitutional power 

to enforce lockdown regulations, (2) The nature of 

Japanese culture & language is such that 

government “requirements” are only 

communicated as “suggestions” and so much is 

left to the individual’s discernment. Perhaps to 

some this “freedom” may seem appealing, 

however for us who carry the burden of 

responsibility for those who are part of the 

ministry, it puts a lot of extra pressure on us. 

Currently as we are navigating the transition into 

a new paradigm, we certainly need prayer for discernment 

and wisdom.  

As a church, we have 

sought for opportunities 

to reach out and connect 

with the community 

during this time, and we 

have sought to encourage 

the believers to use this 

opportunity to re-

evaluate both their 

walk with the Lord 

and also their potential for witness & service. There have 

been many blessings and answers to prayer along the way. 

A number of the men of the church jumped into action 

at the beginning of March to help us get into gear quickly 

with “going online.” Some worked with hardware, others 

with software, some with idea-generation, some with 

hands-on involvement and the Lord even laid on the heart 

of some to give a special offering towards the project! As 

a result of these joint efforts, we have seen our Sunday 

worship service fully live-streamed (with a video archive 

of past messages available online), our three Sunday 

School classes pre-recording and uploading a full 

programme each week, many of our mid-week meetings 

and the entire English ministry taking place via Zoom, 

and as an extra effort to help maintain connectivity 

amongst the members, the inception of “Patchwork 

Praise.” This latest endeavour entailed different 

individuals or families in the church self-recording short 

video clips of: hymn-singing, instrumental praise, short 

devotions, skits, storybook reading, a series of lessons on 

“Genesis and the Bible” and even some exercises to do at 

home so as not to get too out of condition! Kiara has been 

a blessing with her puppet appearances, and Malachi with 

book-reading while 

Debbie & Susannah 

have been extra busy 

bringing everything 

together and 

enlisting 

participation from 

various families in 

the church. It seems 

that this project has 

really helped our 

church family to 

remain aware of the “body” despite “social distancing” 

(pronounced: “so-sharu disutanshingu).  

One of our members who is a nurse in the local 

hospital where there was a Covid-19 outbreak, sought to 

be a testimony as the church helped the hospital workers 

(and the church-members) source masks at a time where 

supplies nationally were depleted. She took the 

opportunity as she distributed them amongst co-workers 

to attach a church brochure and a letter which contained 

her own testimony, a greeting from the church and an 

invitation to visit with the Pastor for “heart-care.” What a 

blessing to see our people proactive in reaching out!  

We also have changed the banners out the front of the 

church to invite people to counsel with the Pastor or to 

visit our online services (we are getting far more accesses 

than we have members!) Others in the community have 

been aware of our position and we have seen one 

serviceman arrive several times 

with gifts of sanitising alcohol 

products to help us as we seek 

to maintain high levels of 

sanitation.  
 
 

New Banners… 

“The Bible has hope!” 
“Come Worship Online!” 

 

 

Zoom Young Adults Meeting 

Our two mascots, “Suzu” & “Ran” 

Popular attendees in online Sunday 

School & “Patchwork Praise!” 



From this month, we have started having Sunday 

services in the building, but attendances are only about 

half of our regulars. Many people are still unsure as to 

how safe it is to be out and about, especially with an 

average of 5 cases a day of Covid-19 still being diagnosed 

in the Sapporo area. Lord willing from next month we 

plan to restart Sunday School and mid-week meetings on 

the premises, but it would seem that for a while 

everything will need to be “hybrid” with online access 

also available.  

In the English teaching ministry, Benjamin (with 

technical IT involvement) and Megumi (with data entry) 

have worked hard behind the scenes to facilitate the 

transition to the online platform, while Susannah has had 

to make major adjustments to teaching online. Not only 

reworking her curriculum, activities and teaching 

methods, but imagine teaching your class of small 

children with parents 

listening “just off screen” or 

students fighting with 

siblings before your eyes, or 

students struggling with 

technology & frustrated 

about focusing just on a 

screen for a whole class! 

And then there’s the older 

generation who really 

struggled with the 

technology of it all! Everyone was happy to be back in 

the building this month! Debbie has also been a blessing 

helping to co-ordinate the whole transition, as hands on 

practical assistance and as a calming influence through it 

all! Having to navigate online with the English classes has 

meant that some students have dropped away, and from 

here we may need a restructuring of classes. Pray for both 

ongoing students and a new influx, for people whose 

hearts would be receptive to the gospel. 

Another specific area of prayer is for the following 

people who were part way through or about to start our 

six lesson evangelistic Bible study course… Yuki 

(Susannah’s friend from university), Mrs Tamaki 

(neighbour of a church member), Mrs Kikuta (friend of 

a church member), Mrs Abe (a nurse at the local hospital, 

who actually contracted Covid-19, but has recently 

returned to work), Mr Tsuchiya (husband of a recently 

saved lady in the church). We have tried to maintain 

contact as best we can with these people, and desire to 

(re)commence studies as soon as we can. Pray that their 

hearts would still be receptive to the Word of God and 

that they soon would be willing to come and study 

together.  

Another added bonus has been that with churches 

everywhere “going online,” I have been able to answer 

requests to attend “Furlough by Zoom” meetings with a 

number of our supporting churches. Given that an 

extensive 

furlough is not 

likely to be 

viable in the 

near future, this 

has given us 

opportunity to 

connect with 

some of our 

precious 

supporting 

churches. 

Thank you to 

those who have allowed us that privilege! 

Amidst all the busyness of these few months, 

Susannah has managed to continue with her online 

studies to complete her 2 year “Masters in Church 

Music” degree. Last Wednesday was a day of family 

rejoicing as she submitted her final assignments and 

received notice that she had passed with flying colours! 

Now her desire is that we have a church physically 

meeting and a music programme back up and running so 

that she can put into practice all that she has been 

studying! She continues to work to complete her Bible 

Institute studies locally along with at least 3 other of our 

students) but is also investing herself even more fully into 

the ministry of the church. Pray for her as she continues 

to study and serve the Lord.  

Thank you to those who have prayed for Kiara or 

written asking of her progress. Currently her seizures are 

continuing, although not getting any worse. It has been 

diagnosed that she does not suffer from epilepsy. She has 

started on a course of treatment which will probably take 

some time to see improvement. Do continue to pray for 

her as she adjusts to a new rhythm of life.  

As a family we continue to rejoice in the privilege of 

serving Christ here in this needy land. As the 

temperatures warm up and restrictions are slowly relaxed, 

we look forward to continuing to serve the Lord through 

the warmer part of the year (and hopefully a few days of 

rest)! Currently we are unable to plan any “events” as 

such, and most of my external preaching commitments 

have been cancelled (or “Zoomed”), but this has been a 

great opportunity for us to focus on things closer to home. 

We continue to covet your prayers and support as we 

continue to seek to reach out here in northern Japan.  

Yours for much fruit in Japan that would abide 

 

 

 

Tony & Debbie,  

Susannah, Malachi & Kiara 

Benjamin, & Megumi 
 

Susannah has spent many hours at her 

new church office, studying for 

masters, teaching English classes, 

preparing youth lessons! 

 
The opening scene of 

“Patchwork Praise!” 

 
Corona updates… a part of life! 


