
 

Just recently two men from Ora were able to con-
tact us.  Karele and Peetar, along with two boys, 
walked over to the Mengen mission station at Lele 
on the northern side of the island.  They were 
hoping that the missionary who works with the 
Mengen people would be at the village there and 
that he would be able to contact us via a mobile 
phone.  (Note: There is ‘Digicel’ coverage on that 
side of the island.)  It just so happened that Si-
mon was on site and he was able to offer even 
more assistance than they had hoped.  He had only 
recently installed a satellite dish and is now able 
to make international calls which include visual 
contact through ‘WhatsApp’.  He sent a text mes-
sage to our phone to inform us that the men were 
there, and not long after that, was able to make 
the call. 

It was great to see Karele and Peetar once again.  
They hadn’t received the message that we had at-
tempted to have relayed to them, but made the 
trip across to Lele out of necessity and on their 
own initiative.  The journey had apparently taken 
them three days. 
 
After some initial ‘catch-up talk’ they began to 
share how things had been going since we last saw 
them in March.  There was some good news and 
quite a bit of bad news.  We realize that it’s nor-
mally the bad news that gets noticed though and 
occupies the headlines.  And so we tried to keep 
things in perspective as we listened to report af-
ter report of problems that have occurred over 
the 8-month period of our absence.  
 

The Good News 
 
The following items of news were positive and en-
couraging.  These were mainly matters that we 
learned about through the questions we asked.  
Some of these relate to prayer points [P.P.] that 
were mentioned in our September Prayer Letter. 

 
* Covid 19 – [See P.P. 21]  It seems that the 

pandemic hasn’t reached inland East New 
Britain yet.  The people have heard reports 
of the virus but haven’t noticed anyone show-
ing related symptoms.  That meant then that 
the older folks at Ora like Koote, Kaamentee 
and Raamo (who would be quite vulnerable to 
the virus) are all still doing OK. 
 
[NB:  The virus is in PNG (including New Brit-
ain) however the government had decided to 
cease imposing restrictions as the economy is 
not strong enough to cope with that ap-
proach.  Little testing is being done so it is 
difficult to know exactly how widespread and 
severe the problem is.  Simon has heard of 
cases existing in coastal towns but isn’t 
aware of any cases at his location yet either.] 

 
* Biila [P.P. 16] seems to have recovered from 

his medical problem and is able to work in his 
garden once again. 

 
* There are quite a few people at Mogoo [P.P.  

24] and some at Ora [P.P. 9, including Leelaa – 
P.P. 3] who have expressed interest in being 
baptized.  They will be interviewed soon to 
try to ascertain whether they have a clear 
understanding of the Gospel and are trusting 
in the work of Christ alone for their salva-
tion. 

 
* Services at Ora, [P.P. 4] Mogoo and Peli are 

all continuing and they have material suffi-
cient for current requirements.  No one is 
aware of how things are going over at the 
Ikoy River community [P.P. 28]. 

 
* A young man from Ora who has been under 

church discipline for a considerable period of 
time has met the requirements we estab-
lished for restitution and is back in fellow-
ship with the church once again.  Pray that he 
would truly submit himself to the Lordship of 
Christ as he is a young man with much ability 
and potential. 

 
* The leadership group of the church at Ora 

have disciplined two other men for inappro-
priate behaviour [P.P. 1].  Peetar has also tak-
en on the task of writing ministry rosters for 
services at both Ora and Peli. 
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The Bad News 
 

* Saapee’s wife, Gammo, died [P.P. 25].  We 
couldn’t determine what her illness was but 
suspect that it may have been something like 
cancer in her throat.  Saapee apparently took 
a break from leading services at Peli for sev-
eral weeks after she died but resumed again 
after that.  (A young girl at Ora also died – 
possibly of malaria.) 

 
* Several men involved with either Bible teach-

ing in services at Peli, or Bible reading (as as-
sistants to the teachers) have been stood 
down due to them smoking marijuana.  Mariju-
ana usage has been an ongoing and significant 
problem over among the Tomoip – Kols (Ikoy 
River) and now it appears to be becoming a 
problem closer to home, as well. 

 
* A mistake was made at Hoskins which led to 

the box of medicines we purchased for Ora 
missing its recent flight to Lele [P.P. 12].  It 
is now scheduled to be flown to Lele on Dec.1.  
Peetar and/or Karele will need to walk to Lele 
again in order to collect it.  Meanwhile, 
thanks to a request lodged by Simon, the  
two men were able to purchase a small 
amount of medicine from a clinic close to Lele 
which should be sufficient for the remainder 
of October and the month of November.  
(Peetar mentioned that the supply of medi-
cines remaining at Ora is minimal.) 

 
* Gyeeri (Garry’s namesake at Ora) who lived in 

the same hut as Kuukuu (Claire’s friend who 
died of TB) has the same illness.  He is cur-
rently receiving TB medication at a medical 
outpost located a day’s walk to the south of 
Ora. 

 
* Relsyeng, a lovely young lady of Peli, (and a 

believer) who developed paralysis in her legs 
is, amazingly, still alive.  But she is suffering  
terribly.  Peetar said that it is like both of 
her legs are rotten due to sores, and sores 
cover the upper part of her body as well.  He 
thinks that she is close to dying now.  
[Apparently paralysis from this particular 
condition can go away after 1-2 years but pa-
tients usually die from secondary conditions 
i.e. infected bed sores, before that happens.]   

 
* Kotoo [P.P. 14] (one of Garry’s main transla-

tion helpers) has left the district and gone to 
the eastern end of the island.  He was hoping 
to marry a certain young lady in the main vil-
lage but couldn’t gain permission from his 
mother to do that (which is a requirement in 
the local culture).  Another young man re-
cently married that girl and when Kotoo 
heard of that, he moved from the coastal 
town that he had recently moved to, to an-
other one that was even further away. 

 
* Two of the single Bible teachers at Ora [P.P.  

14] and one at Peli have married since March.  
There is some doubt whether their wives are 
born again.  The manner in which one of the 
marriages went ahead was also disappointing.  
It was a common way in which marriage oc-
curs amongst the Kol but nevertheless is not 
Biblical.  This whole issue of marriage is one 
that the church leadership group will need to 
give some attention to. 

 
Thank you for praying for the matters covered in 
our September Prayer Letter.  All of those prayer 
points are still current except for P.P. 16 re Biila, 
P.P. 12 re carriers and P.P. 14 re the single Bible 
teachers (although this is still an issue relevant to 
other young believers).  All of the points listed 
above in this prayer letter are also relevant mat-
ters for prayer.  However please pray specifically 
for Saapee as he adjusts to life (and ministry at 
Peli) without his life partner, and for Relsyeng who 
is suffering immensely in a tribal hut at Peli. 
 
Sincerely, 

      Garry,Faith and Kade 
 
[NB: We are wanting to get in contact with ‘Neville 
Hawkins’.  If anybody knows a Christian man by 
that name can you please forward his email or 
postal address to us.] 

**Please do not post any of this material on social 
media.  Thank you.** 

**We are currently in Australia due to the 
pandemic.  We hope to return to New Britain 

and Ora after things open up again.** 

**Please note the following regarding our email addresses:      
1. garry_mccay@ntm.org is no longer valid. 
2. Use garry_mccay@ntmpng.org OR mccay848@gmail.com 
(Note:  We can’t access the gmail address when living in Ora.) 

L to R: Peetar, Prii, Gyeeri (of Peli) and Karele leav-
ing Lele to make the long journey back to Ora. 


