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T he Evans family 
  taking the Gospel to Japan

Dear Praying Friends,

This year the cherry blossoms are blooming 
a week early and as the new school year gets 

underway, we rejoice in the new spring that has 
come and are excited about the many opportunities 
that we have to serve Christ. The first quarter of 
2021 has passed so quickly, so we want to update 
you on the highlights. 

Early this year, Mr Satoh’s mother passed into 
eternity, sadly without Christ. Amidst the 

sadness of her death, 
though, this brand-new 
brother in Christ shone. 
Supported by his dear 
wife, he led his family 
through the mourning, 
removing any vestiges 
of Buddhist worship 
from the funeral; 
instead preferring to 
share his own hope 
in Christ with his 
relatives. He also used 
the opportunity to sever 
(generational) ties with 
the family temple and 
had their family altar 
destroyed! As a couple 
they have continued 

to pass through deep waters, but God has been 
truly glorified in their home. Do continue to pray 
for them as they grow and 
seek to reach out to others. 

We have continued to 
maintain contact 

with the other men 
(Kobayashi, Muramoto, 
Noda) we mentioned last 
month, but at this point no 
progress. Do continue to 
pray for their salvation!

New ministry 
opportunities: in 

November last year, 
the Lord led the Chris 
Walters family to move 
to the Sapporo area for 
language school. This new 

missionary family from the US had spent their first 
year in rural northern Hokkaido and are excited 
about reaching Japan for Christ. Their plan is to 
serve and learn at Suzuran for several years, at least 
during their time of language school. It has been a 
blessing to see the church rally around them and find 
many creative ways to facilitate their adjustment 
and learning. It has also been a blessing to have 
Chris, Kim and their two young children Sophie 
& Alan amongst us. They have certainly brought 
a new surge of energy & enthusiasm. Do pray for 
their time with us. 

In February Ethan 
Winters also made 

the move to Hokkaido, 
again hoping to get 
practical experience 
and training at Suzuran. 
Ethan is a fourth-
generation missionary 
child who grew up 
in Southern Japan. 
He just finished his 
correspondence Bible 
College studies and now 
as he works full time, 
he is seeking to gain 
practical experience 
through integration into the ministry here. Do 
pray for Ethan also as he seeks God’s training and 

direction in his life. 

This year we were able to hold 
our Annual General Meeting 

(AGM… quite a big affair at 
Suzuran) on schedule. Again, it 
was a hybrid meeting with some 
attending in the building while 
others participated either through 
Zoom or YouTube. It was a real time 
of blessing as we saw testimony 
that not only had God preserved 
the church through the pandemic 
but actually caused growth, both 
physically and spiritually. 

Right before the Corona 
outbreak last year, we had four 

people planning on studying the 
six-week Evangelism course with 

January-March 2021

School entrance ceremony
As well as helping the Walters with all their 

“official” paperwork, we’ve had the privilege of 
helping them get their children into school

The Walters Family... ready 
for action!

Our newest arrival Ethan 
Winters, always willing to 
roll up his sleeves and help!



Serving the Lord in Japan since 1992
“And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 

yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.” Ps 90:17

us. Firstly, Mrs Kikuta and her friend Mrs Murai. 
As previously reported, they both trusted Christ 
just before Christmas. 
They continue to be 
faithful in attending 
regular follow-up 
studies & church as 
their situations permit. 
We had continued to 
pray for Mrs Tamaki 
(local farmer’s wife 
and friend of a church 
family) and Yuki Ohta 
(friend of Susannah’s 
from university days). 
Now that everyone has 
become accustomed 
to the Corona way of 
life, we have also been 
able to recommence studies with both 
of these people after a year’s hiatus. 
Both Mrs Tamaki and Yuki approach 
the studies with enthusiasm and open 
hearts. Do pray for their salvation. 

With some special offerings and 
lots of help from several of 

our members, we have been able to 
complete a major upgrade on the 
church sound and video equipment. 
This has greatly improved the quality 
of recording and transmission of our 
services. We continue to get regular 
attendees online and are thankful for 
this ministry too. 

Looking ahead, we continue to have 
a modified rhythm, both in our 

personal life and also in our church 
programme. This doesn’t mean less 
work, just different! We are slowly 
but cautiously trying to recommence 
our music ministry and various 
fellowship opportunities while also 
maintaining Corona-safe policies & 
practices, yet with some Prefectures 
currently in state of emergency and 
numbers rising in Hokkaido again, 

we are still constantly on the alert. With Corona 
still with us for a while, we are becoming used to 

making regular decisions about church-
attendance for members, events etc. Also, 
preparation for a major upgrade on our 
church homepage is progressing and we 
look forward to the extra exposure that 
it will bring once completed & uploaded. 
Like anywhere, there is still a constant 
nervousness about the pandemic and we 
do look forward to the day things will 
“settle down,” whatever and whenever 
that may mean!

The month of May contains national 
senior youth camp (online this year…

about ten from Suzuran plan to participate; 
we are ministering through testimony 

and special music) and also the 10th 
anniversary since commencing our 
inhouse Bible Institute. Do pray 
both for the camp (May 3) and also 
for the special anniversary service 
(May 30). In June we are hoping for 
an outdoor event for “Parents Day” 
(rather than individual events for 
Mother’s Day [May] and Father’s Day 
[June]). Currently also, the church is 
preparing to obtain a burial plot for 
members whom the Lord calls home 
(more about this next time). Do pray 
for God’s provisions for the final 
financial needs for this. 

Thank you for standing with us 
as we continue to preach & 

teach Christ daily in the church and 
anywhere God gives us opportunity. 
Your participation in our lives & 
ministry as well as your prayers, 
fellowship and financial support are 
essential to the work here! 

Yours for much fruit in Japan that 
abides,

Tony & Debbie Evans 
and family

Debbie enthusiastically baby-sits two 
energetic girls (Maiko and Yuiko) so I can 

teach the gospel to their mother, Mrs Tamaki

Sadly, in March we said farewell 
to Mr Horimoto, whose work 
(Japan Self Defence Forces) 
transferred him to Okinawa. 

As often happens with Japanese 
families, his wife and three 

children will stay in Hokkaido and 
pray that his next transfer in two 
years’ time will bring him back. 

Even from Okinawa he continues 
to attend services online and 

continues his ministry of weekly 
missionary reports to the church

Faithful Sunday School workers with the junior “Bethany” class
Susannah leads the young people in 

special music


