
October 16, 2020 

Dear Praying Friends, 

Autumn has arrived on Hokkaido! With leaves turning 

vibrant colours and first snow having fallen on the highest 

peaks, it reminds us that God is still in control, even when 

life at times can feel very “out of control.”  Japan 

continues to see oscillating numbers of COVID patients 

with Sapporo and Tokyo numbers being predominant in 

the news, so we continue to follow protocols at church 

and with the English classes. There have been some 

infections within our church members’ circles of work or 

school contacts, so we are truly thankful thus far to have 

managed to keep our church safe from a cluster starting, 

and this has kept our sick, weak and pregnant people 

protected also.  
We are currently 

meeting on the 

premises for English 

classes, Sunday am 

services and some 

mid-week activities, 

but have cancelled all 

food and drink. This has 

been sad as church 

lunch every week was an integral part of our fellowship 

together. Masks, hand alcohol and social distancing are 

all being adhered to and we thank the Lord for the timing 

of our new premises. Moveable partitions have allowed 

us to make a larger area for people to spread out and also 

to make an isolation room for our cancer sufferers or 

pregnant women to sit during the service. We 

continue to host or participate in Zoom meetings 

for appropriate groups at church and national level 

and our Sunday services also are viewed by people 

far and wide each week over YouTube. 

We have been praying for a breakthrough with 

the unsaved husbands of our ladies for many 

years.  Through a crisis in one family, the husband 

has started attending church and is close to 

finishing our Evangelistic Bible study course. Please 

pray for Mr Satoh, as his heart is very soft. Around the 

same time another couple started attending many 

Sundays and the wife with her friend has been studying 

the Evangelistic course also. Please pray for Mrs Kikuta 

(and her husband) and also Mrs Murai. Other wives are 

being encouraged to continue in prayer even now, that 

their husbands may also see the need for salvation. 

September was mission’s month and with our usual 

mission’s banquet cancelled, we had each family cook a 

foreign dish at home and send a photo in to make a slide 

presentation for the last service! It was a lot of fun and 

behind masks, many 

mouths were drooling 

by the end.  Our church 

was able to take on 

another missionary this 

year, which is such a 

blessing, as a number of 

our families are 

struggling financially 

with job loss and hour 

reductions. 

October was a bitter 

sweet time for Debbie 

as she officially “handed over” the Bethany Sunday 

School Class (newborn to 5th grade) and all of its 

responsibility to Maho, who first came to our church 

when she was a toddler 25 years ago. Maho, has been a 

student in this class, a helper, a teacher and is currently 

not only a Bible institute student here but also the new 

supervisor for this class! Recently she even ran her own 

teacher training meeting and did an excellent job! Debbie 

has been teaching Sunday school since her early teens in 

Australia and has taught or overseen it here at Suzuran for 

27 years. She loves the children and they love her but as 

we plan ahead to a time when each ministry needs another 

at its helm it was time to hand this one over to a well-

trained young lady. Do pray for Maho 

as she handles a growing team of up 

and coming Sunday School teachers in 

preparation for splitting classes as the 

church continues to grow. 

 
 

Usually we honour those starting 

or graduating school in April, 

but this year we had to wait until 

services recommenced in June. 

We also focused on missions with the 

whole church dressing to represent 

countries either where our 

missionaries serve or are needed! 

Above: Maho’s first 

day at Suzuran, 1995. 

  Right: Maho (far 

end) leads her first 

teacher training 

meeting, 2020. 



We are continuing to train people to 

be responsible for each part of the 

ministry and writing manuals has 

become an extensive project shared between Tony, 

Debbie, Benjamin, Megumi, Susannah and some of the 

young men. Megumi continues to write our Sunday 

school curriculum with the final goal of it being a full 6-

year programme. We easily could use another 7 days in a 

week! Ultimately our goal is that Suzuran transition to 

become fully autonomous, in the Lord’s timing and we 

continue to pray, plan and 

prepare towards that end. The 

years have flown since we first 

landed here in 1992 and we 

rejoice to serve as long as God 

gives us strength! Why not 

pray about learning Japanese 

and joining us in this blessed 

calling? There are still 

approximately 126 million 

unreached Japanese!  
November, “Thanksgiving 

month” is coming up and each 

year our church people share 

testimonies and song in thanks 

to the Lord throughout the 

month. This year with 

limitations on singing etc we 

are looking for creative ways 

to maintain what we have both for Thanksgiving and then 

also for Christmas come 

December, while trying 

not to compromise on 

safety. It’s hard to imagine 

not having carolling at the 

local train station, but 

right now it would defy 

government standards on 

groups and singing. Even 

though life is very 

different, there is still 

much to be thankful for on 

a daily basis. God is good 

to us, all the time! 

Concerning our family, 

as always, our days are 

full, our prayers are many and our hearts are 

burdened for every soul we meet. God is opening 

doors to share Christ even through this pandemic. We ask 

for prayer that we may be sensitive when to speak to 

someone about the life and hope Christ offers. Kiara 

continues to have medical care for her seizures; for now, 

they are a part of life and she is learning to live with them. 

She has just 18 months of university remaining! Do 

continue to pray for each of our children as they establish 

their lives here, remembering 

all they have been taught at 

home and from God’s Word. 

As we start to sense a chill in 

the air and the approaching 

winter months, do pray for our 

church and ministry and all of 

the family members and 

contacts of our regular 

believers. Our church has a 

fantastic spirit of wanting to 

reach their loved ones for 

Christ and our prayer meetings 

are precious as petitions are 

lifted before the throne. We 

know with the chill comes the 

snow and the flu season and 

the combination with Covid is 

cause for concern.  

We have included much for you to pray about and it 

can all only be accomplished through prayer and hard 

work.  Thank you for standing with us as we toil until the 

return of Christ. 

Yours for much fruit in Japan that abides, 

 

 

Tony, Debbie  

& family 
 

 
 

 

 

Recently we have been 

blessed to see two follow the 

Lord in Baptism. They were 

approved at a church 

business meeting in April, but 

the baptisms were postponed 

due to Corona. 

Riho (left) was won to the 

Lord and discipled by Maho. 

Araki (right) is the third in 

his family to be baptised at 

Suzuran, now we are praying 

for his younger sister, Hanna. 

Current Suzuran Bible Institute Students:  

(Pictured with our newest missionary Miss Suzuki, centre) 

Shuto (left), Sekito (2nd from the left), Susannah (Women back 

left) & Maho (front). Preparing young lives to go out and serve 

has been an important part of Suzuran for almost a decade. 

Last Sunday Suzuran Celebrated 

its 27th anniversary! 


