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Although 2020 turned out to be a year quite different 
to what we expected, we are thankful for the many 
blessings God showered through 
the difficult times. We look 
forward to what God has in store 
for this new year ahead!

November each year is our 
thanksgiving month at 

Suzuran. It is a time where every 
family or individual in our church 
shares a testimony, sings a hymn, 
or recites memory verses etc to 
show thankfulness to the Lord 
and to be an encouragement and 
blessing to others. With COVID 
restriction, we were not able to 
proceed as usual, as this would 
involve everyone standing on 
the stage, sharing in the same 
place and breathing in the same air. 
However, we decided to continue 
the tradition by having each group 
submit a video of their testimonies 
and praises beforehand. I had the 
privilege of putting these together 
each week so that we were still able 
to spend the month focusing on 
thankfulness.

The Christmas season was not as 
full as usual, but still organized 

with activities permissible within 
the government guidelines. The 
youth group enjoyed a “Zoom 
Christmas Party”. The English school 
had a Christmas party for each class 
as usual where I was able to share the 
gospel with more than 60 unsaved 
students. I was given the privilege 
to plan the Christmas service where 
we had some special music, Bible 
reading and a Christmas presentation. 
Although it was simple compared 
to what Suzuran is used to, it was a 
special time of reflection, pondering 
on the simple and beautiful truth of 
Christmas. Unfortunately, the sound 
system did not run smoothly and there 
to be no sound for our members who 
were participating online! However, this 
gave our church a second opportunity 
to enjoy Christmas! The following week, 
we organized to have the exact same 
service (with a different sermon) and all 
who attended rejoiced in being able to 
enjoy Christmas again!

As I mentioned in a previous letter, at 
the beginning of last year I finished 

teaching English at several facilities in 
our city and neighboring cities. However, 
a couple of days before Christmas I had a call from 
the boss who owns these facilities asking if I would be 

willing to “attend their end of year celebrations online” 
and share the Christmas story with the students 

and teachers. This was such a blessing as all 
the teachers and students I worked with are 
unsaved. In a country where Christianity is 
avoided, what a blessing it was to freely share 
the gospel!

On the music side of the church, it has been 
a blessing to see Riho, a member who 

was baptised last year wanting to help out in 
the Sunday School ministry. Seeing the need 
for more pianists in the church to assist each 
Sunday School Class, Riho has asked me to 
teach her to play piano. It is always exciting to 
see brothers and sisters in the church   excited 
about serving the Lord and showing initiative 
in better preparing themselves for His service. 
The only problem is… there are no Japanese 
resources to teach Church piano playing! This 

has opened up an opportunity for me 
to translate a hymn playing textbook 
from English to Japanese. After 
contacting the author and sharing my 
vision, I was given permission to start 
on the translation. My prayer is that 
this will not only be a resource used 
in our own church for new musicians, 
but also for the many other musicians 
who are in need of resources around 
the country. Please be in prayer for this 
project.

As the academic year comes 
to an end in March, I will be 

sending off a faithful youth group 
attendee to our young adults’ 
class. I have watched Amy grow 
from a young Christian when she 
first started attending our church 
8 years ago with her family. I  lead 
her through Bible studies where 
she made a decision for Baptism, 
and then a decision to give her life 
for full-time ministry. Today she is 
a Sunday school assistant, church 
pianist and sister in Christ who is 
willing to serve the Lord in areas 
she is gifted in. The new year also 
means we will have new members 
from our younger Sunday School 
class moving up to our youth 
group. With more than a dozen 
children in our youth group, I am 
in need of prayer for wisdom to 
lead these young lives as they 
make life-changing decisions. 

Thank you for your faithful 
prayers and support. May the 

Lord bless you richly in the year to 
come.

Dear Praying Friends,

Meeting Class Mates from University 
Who are in Need of Salvation

Sharing the Gospel Online to the 
Facilities I Worked At

What the Amount of Snow Around this 

Time of Year Looks Like

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 

to give you an expected end." Jeremiah 29:11
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